Chlamydia--host cell interactions: recent advances on bacterial entry and intracellular development.
Bacteria of the Chlamydiales order are very successful intracellular organisms that grow in human and animal cells, and even in amoebae. They fulfill several essential functions to enter their host cells, establish an intracellular environment favorable for their multiplication and exit the host cell. They multiply in a unique organelle called the inclusion, which is isolated from the endocytic but not the exocytic pathway. A combination of host cell factors and of proteins secreted by the bacteria, from within the inclusion, contribute to the establishment and development of this inclusion. Here we review recent data on the entry mechanisms and maturation of the inclusion.